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          BALLIFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
                GEOGRAPHY POLICY 
 
 

 
 
 

Geographical study helps us to develop knowledge of places and 
environments throughout the world.  As pupils study geography they 
encounter different societies and cultures.  It can help children think about 
their own place in the world, their values, their rights and responsibilities to 
other people and their environment.  It is also an important link between the 
natural, physical and social sciences. 
 
 

 
 

 
Our planning is based on the QCA scheme of work for Geography in order to 
ensure continuity of approach, progression of work throughout the school and 
full coverage of the National Curriculum.  All children regardless of race, 
gender or ability are given equal access of Geography. 
 

 
 
 
 

In the foundation stage, Geography is covered through an integrated topic 
approach based on the Early Learning Goals for knowledge and 
understanding of the World.  At Key Stages 1 and 2 Geography is delivered 
through subject-based topics which take place once per term.  Children work 
in a variety of ways, including individual, pair, group and whole class activities.  
Work is differentiated whenever appropriate, to meet the needs of individual 
children.  Educational visits are considered to be an essential part of 
geographical study providing children with primary sources of evidence and 
first hand experiences.  These visits include the immediate environment and 
other appropriate locations. 
 

 
 
 

 
Relevant resources are collected for each Geography topic from a wide 
variety of resources, including maps, books, atlases, globes, videos, posters, 
photographs, CD-ROMs and the internet.  The majority of these resources are 
kept in a central location, although some resources e.g maps and atlases can 
also be found in the classroom.  Each year group also has a file for each topic 
with relevant information and resources in.  The school also makes good use 
of the schools library service.  Through the use of these resources the 
children develop their research skills as well as their ability to interpret 
evidence. 
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Children are encouraged to develop their geographical skills.  They are taught 
to: 
 

v Focus on geographical questions 
v Investigate and learn about physical and human features of the 

environment 
v Develop and use geographical enquiry skills, including fieldwork and IT 

skills, geographical terms, making and using maps and photographs 
v Study places and themes at different scales to investigate how people 

and places are linked and how they relate to the wider world.                                                     
 

 
 
 

 
Records are kept to show planning based upon the QCA Geography scheme 
of work which are kept in year group files.  Further detail can be located in 
daily plans.  The Geography co-ordinator keeps records of visits undertaken 
by classes, records of displays, records of visitors and of courses undertaken 
by staff. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
As part of the termly assessment procedure throughout the school, examples 
of children’s work in Geography can be selected from the foundation subjects 
to be included within records of academic achievement.  This allows progress 
to be monitored by teachers and for sound judgements to be made about 
maintaining and raising standards.  It also enables pupils to be actively 
involved in the process of self-assessment and to have the opportunity to 
determine their own targets for the future work in Geography. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This policy is reviewed annually by staff and governors, taking account of 
changes in the National Curriculum.  April 2005 
 

 
 

Record Keeping 

Assessment 

Broad Framework 

Monitoring and Review 


