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BALLIFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL                
 

POLICY STATEMENT FOR HISTORY 
 

 
 
 

 
History is the study of people in the past and how their actions have affected our lives 
today.  History can help children to make sense of the world in which they live and to 
develop a sense of personal identity.  Good practice is demonstrated by children being 
actively involved in the study of the past and using a range of information sources in order 
to develop a critical and reflective attitude to historical evidence. 
 

 
 
 

 
v To ensure continuity of approach and progression of work throughout the school. 
v To provide a positive, enjoyable experience of history. 
v To implement and follow the National Curriculum. 
v To ensure all children, regardless of race, gender or ability are given equal access 

to history. 
 

 
 
 

 
In Foundation Stage 1 and 2, history is covered through an integrated topic approach 
based on the Early Learning Goals for Knowledge and Understanding of the World.  This 
provides activities based on first-hand experiences that encourage observation, critical 
thinking and discussion.  The delivery of history in Key Stages 1 and 2 is through subject-
based topics which take place once per term.   
 
Teaching methods used will include: 

v Direct teaching; 
v Whole class, group and individual work; 
v Practical activities; 
v Educational visits to historical sites and museums. 

Whenever appropriate, work is differentiated to meet the needs of individual children 
(including SEN and Gifted and Talented).  Also, links are often made with other 
curriculum subjects to further the knowledge and understanding of the children. 
 

 
 
 
 

Relevant resources are collected for each history topic from a wide variety of sources, 
including books, artefacts, maps, audio tapes, videos, posters, photographs, documents 
and CD ROMs.  These are stored in topic boxes in the appropriate year base.  Larger 
historical artefacts are stored in the Resources Room in the Year 5 base.  Teachers and 
pupils can also gain direct access to websites and interactive whiteboard flipcharts which 
are relevant to their topics through the Internet linked computers in each classroom.  
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Within each year group base there are a number of fiction books with historical content 
and a number of History-based big books are situated in both the Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2 literacy areas.  The school also makes good use of the School’s Library and 
Museum Loans service.  Resources are updated regularly by the subject co-ordinator. 
 

 
 
 

 
Records are kept to show planning based upon the QCA History scheme of work which 
are kept in year-group files.  Further detail can be located in weekly plans.   
A comparative assessment will take place three times a year. These assessments will be 
used to inform teaching in a cycle of planning, teaching and assessment.  They also allow 
progress to be monitored by teachers and for sound judgements to be made about 
maintaining and raising standards.    
Accurate information will then be reported to parents and the pupil’s next teacher. 
 

 
 
 

 
Parents, carers and families of pupils are seen as valuable resources for topics which 
study history within living memory.  Oral history is valued as it enables children to take 
part in the actual process of being an historian through questioning and recording.  
Parents and carers may also be invited to join in educational visits which are a part of 
historical studies. 
 

 
 
 

 
This policy is reviewed annually by staff and Governors, taking account of changes in the 
National Curriculum and in staff practices. 
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