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             BALLIFIELD PRIMARY  SCHOOL 
 
          MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE (MFL)    
                                 POLICY       
 
 

 
 
 

 
The contribution of MFL to the primary school curriculum  
 
The learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural 
experience for the pupils. Pupils develop communication and literacy skills that lay the 
foundation for future language learning. They develop linguistic competence, extend 
their knowledge of how language works and explore differences and similarities 
between French and English. Learning another language raises awareness of the 
multilingual and multicultural world and introduces an international dimension to pupils’ 
learning, giving them an insight into their own culture and those of others. The learning 
of a foreign language provides a medium for cross-curricular links and for reinforcement 
of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subjects. 
  

 
 
 
 

 

The aims and objectives of learning a Modern Foreign Language in primary school are 
to:  
 

v foster an interest in learning other languages;  
v introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;  
v stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language;  
v encourage children to be aware that language has structure and that the 

structure differs from one language to another;  
v help the children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other 

countries;  
v develop their speaking and listening skills;  
v lay the foundations for future study;  
v extend language teaching beyond mother tongue learning.  

 
 
The children are taught how to:  
 

v ask and answer questions;  
v use correct pronunciation and grammar;  
v memorise words;  
v interpret meaning;  
v understand basic grammar;  
v work in pairs and groups and communicate in French;  
v look at life in another culture.  

Rationale  

Aims and objectives  
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At Ballifield Primary School, French is taught to children in Years 5 and 6 in short 20-30 
minute lessons. This is a non-specialist model. The primary teachers are the teachers of 
the foreign language.  An integrated approach to the foreign language is taken within 
the primary curriculum, which allows teachers to develop learning on a little-and-often 
basis.  
 
The curriculum is based on the QCA non-statutory guidelines for KS2 in the National 
Curriculum handbook for primary teachers in England (1999) and the QCA scheme of 
work for Modern Foreign Languages (2000).  A school policy, supporting guidelines and 
a scheme of work provide the foundation for the school’s programme for early foreign 
language learning.  
 

 
 
 

 
The following initial model of provision is suggested:  
 
Year 5 and 6: 
Unit 1: Je parle français!  
Unit 2: Je me présente  
Unit 3: En famille  
Unit 4: Les animaux  
Unit 5: Mon anniversaire  
Unit 6: Le monde  
Unit 7: Moi et mon école  
Unit 8: Qu’est-ce que tu veux?  
Unit 9: Les sports  
 
A suggested plan for development of French teaching across the school could include 
the following provision: 
 
All years, Reception to Year 6:  
QCA Unit 1  
Reception and Years 1 and 2:  
QCA Units 1–2  
Years 3 and 4:  
QCA Units 1 + 3–5  
Years 5 and 6:  
QCA Units 1 + 6–9  
 
Due to the recent decision by Handsworth Grange School to teach solely French, it has 
been decided that we should also focus on French at Ballifield initially.  In order to 
broaden children’s experience of MFL, we would hope to organise other language taster 

Organisation 

Planning for continuity and progression  
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sessions where appropriate through cross-curricular links, ie Spanish through the Y6 
History unit on Aztecs. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The teaching is based on the guidance material in the QCA scheme of work for Modern 
Foreign Languages (KS2) and supplementary material collected as a result of in-service 
training and development work within the local network of schools linked to a Language 
College and the Boardworks French software package. Teachers use a variety of 
techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement with the Modern 
Foreign Language, including games, role play and action songs. They use puppets and 
soft toys to demonstrate and present the foreign language. Teachers also use mime to 
present new vocabulary, as this serves to demonstrate French without the need for 
translation.  
 
Listening, responding and speaking skills are emphasised in years 5 and 6 although 
some simple reading and writing skills are present. A multi-sensory and kinaesthetic 
approach to teaching is used, i.e. a physical element is introduced into some of the 
games, rhymes and songs as this serves to reinforce memory. Teachers try to make 
lessons as enjoyable as possible so that the children develop a positive attitude to the 
learning of Modern Foreign Languages. Children’s confidence is built through praise for 
any contribution they make, however tentative.  
 

 
 
 

 
Teachers assess children’s progress informally during the lessons, evaluating progress 
against the four national Attainment Targets of:  
 

v Listening and Responding;  
v Speaking;  
v Reading and Responding;  
v Writing 

 
However, as stated above written work is kept to a minimum so as to encourage aural 
work. 
 
(See Attainment Targets on the NC website: www.nc.uk.net/nc/contents/mflks2.htm) 
 

 
 
 

 
The MFL co-ordinators provides the headteacher with a termly commentary on practice 
and progress. The headteacher reports to the governors on progress in teaching and 
learning.  
 

Teaching and learning styles  

Assessment  

Monitoring and review  

http://www.nc.uk.net/nc/contents/mflks2.htm
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