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BALLIFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

MUSIC POLICY 
 
 

 
 

 

Music is a universal language, which develops empathy and cultural awareness. 
Through music, pupils can express ideas, thoughts and feelings, and it can 
stimulate their imaginations. They experience a sense of individual and collective 
achievement, and develop the social skills of tolerance and co-operation. 
 
There are natural links between music and other curricular areas, and it is helpful 
in promoting listening skills, and the development of language, and numeracy 
(particularly in Foundation and KS1). 
  
Pupils understanding and enjoyment of music should be developed through 
structured activities, which bring together the interrelated skills of performing, 
composing and appraising. 
 

   
 

 

� To give experience of musical activities. 
� To develop a sensitive response to sound. 
� To develop the capacity to express ideas and feelings. 
� To develop musical skills and concepts. 
� To develop social skills and awareness. 
� To develop an awareness of musical traditions in a variety of cultures and 

societies. 
 
 
 
 

 

Current Practice – Early Years 
 

In the foundation classes music is delivered as an essential ingredient in the 
everyday experience of pupils. Short, frequent sessions take place (often more 
than once a day), based around the following activities: 

� Singing, mainly nursery rhymes, singing games, action and number songs, 
with repertoire carefully selected to fall within the limited vocal range of 
pupils. Singing with accompaniment, to pre-recorded materials and with 
the teacher, learning short songs from memory.  

� Clapping the beat and moving to pre-recorded music (Scottish dance 
music is ideal ); moving expressively to short pre-recorded pieces. 

� Clapping short rhythm patterns (using names, everyday objects, etc.) 
� Exploring simple, untuned percussion instruments, talking about the 

sounds that they make and using the sounds to represent simple ideas. 

Philosophy  

Aims 

Curriculum Outline 
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� Listening to music for pleasure, relaxation and beginning to discuss the 
music in very simple, appropriate terms. 

� To ensure effective coverage of all the national curriculum requirements, 
Foundation 2 also follow Music Express, a published scheme.    

 

 
 

At both key stages, music is delivered by the class teacher. There is at least one 
timetabled lesson of 30 minutes in which children work in whole classes or 
smaller groups. There are also shorter sessions (especially in KS1), which may 
link with other curriculum areas. 
Everyone follows the published scheme ‘Music Express’. 
Other ideas and resources are available in The LCP File, Carousel – a music 
publication from Ginn and also in a previously used scheme ‘Silver Burdett’. 
 

 
 

 
In classroom lessons work is mainly differentiated by outcome. 
Ongoing teacher assessment enables teachers to plan for any individuals who 
may need extra support or extension activities, as well as informing future 
planning. 

 
 
 

 

We are teaching music through ICT and vice versa. As part of our continuing 
development of ICT, we are beginning to build up a collection of computer 
software. 
The children are encouraged to use the computers, and to access the Internet to 
look for relevant information. 
We are building up the use of Interactive whiteboards and are able to use them to 
view video clips. 
Tape recorders are used to record children’s work. 

 
 
 

 

To encourage and foster an enjoyment of music, children (mainly KS2) can take 
part in: 

� Recorder lessons 
� Choir 
� Clarinet lessons 
� Violin lessons 
� Stomp  

 
 

 
 

 

KS1 and KS2 

Differentiation 

ICT 

Extra curricular music 

Assessment, recording and reporting 
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Assessment of music is in line with the assessment policy of the school. 
Assessment tasks are built into lesson plans, one per term, which allow for 
differentiated formative assessment. 
Pupil progress is measured against the Learning Objectives taken from the 
Programmes of Study in the National Curriculum. 
This progress is given to parents in the child’s annual report. 
 

 
 

 
Each class has access to a tape recorder and CD player. 
Foundation and KS1 classes each have a box of mixed untuned percussion 
instruments. 
Other music resources are stored centrally and are available for all teachers to 
use when appropriate.  
 
These include: 

� Tuned and untuned percussion instruments. 
� Keyboards. 
� Selections of classical, popular and cultural music on tape or CD. 
� Interactive whiteboards and computers.  

 
 
 

 

The whole school policy on equal opportunities will be continued through the 
music curriculum. All children will be given opportunities to listen to music from a 
range of cultures. Musical activities will allow for children of all abilities to 
participate. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This policy was drafted to meet the requirements of the national curriculum. It 
was discussed and amended in a staff meeting. 
 
It will be reviewed annually by staff and governors, taking account of any 
changes in the National Curriculum. 
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